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(54) PRODUCTION OF REDUCED KERATIN 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To produce a reduced keratin, having a large amount of a high- molecular weight 
component and a crosslinkable thiol group and suitably usable for producing industrial products, 
e.g. membranes, films, fibers or sponge in a short time. 

CONSTITUTION: A keratin-containing substance is reduced in the presence of a protein 
denaturing agent or further a surfactant in an aqueous medium while being preferably irradiated 
with ultrasonic waves and insoluble substances are removed. Salting out is then carried out to 
precipitate the resultant reduced keratin from the aqueous medium. The obtained precipitate is 
subsequently isolated. 
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